
 
8 Castleknock Cottages, Castleknock Road, Dublin 15  

WEBSITE: www.castleknocktidytowns.com 

Mr Robert Burns  

Director of Services for Housing and Community Development 

Fingal County Council 

County Hall 

Main Street 

Swords 

Co. Dublin 

24 February 2023 

Dear Mr Burns, 

Elm Lodge, Castleknock Road,  Castleknock 

I am writing to you on behalf of Castleknock TidyTowns about the above mentioned property.  

This building is situated within Castleknock’s Architectural Conservation Area (ACA)  on the 
junction of Castleknock Road and College Road (on the corner opposite Myo’s). I attach a photo 
and a map showing its location within the ACA. This property had been vacant and boarded up 
for many years and is a prominent eyesore in a highly visible central location. The stone wall of 
the property contains the village pump / protected structure to mark the site of St Brigid’s Holy 
Well.  

During lockdown in 2020, we had issues with this property in that a developer (who was not the 
owner) opened this derelict site in breach of Covid restrictions and removed vegetation and a 
significantly deep level of soil from the site. Additionally he had block walls built within the 
perimeter without any prior authorisation/permit from Fingal County Council.  

Last year lobbying by Castleknock TidyTowns was instrumental in maintaining the zoning of this 
property as Community Infrastructure. An attempt was being made by the same developer 
within the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 process to rezone the property to Town Centre 
zoning which would have been detrimental to the heritage village of Castleknock. This motion 
was withdrawn following significant lobbying by the community.  

We understand that due to a title defect the developer was unable to close the purchase of the 
property last year. And so it has returned to the market for sale again.   



As a community, we feel very strongly that the property should be purchased by Fingal County 
Council, restored sympathetically and put to good use serving the people of Castleknock and 
surrounding areas (in line with current zoning). There are many possible uses and it is important 
we future proof the building so we get maximum value for the community.  

As you know, there is a serious lack of land throughout Fingal which is zoned for Community 
Infrastructure and we need to maximise any opportunities to provide more community services. 
While housing is a key requirement in Ireland at present, so too are community hubs which 
would facilitate people who are now working from home to work, meet and collaborate. Mental 
health is vital and human contact is always essential.  

As it stands, Castleknock has a serious lack of community facilities. Another community centre/
space is badly needed to facilitate a Men’s Shed and other groups (new Irish communities, 
young people, older adults) who cannot get space within the existing local community centres 
currently. For example, the existing parish centre in Beechpark is relatively small and is intended 
in the first instance for use by parish groups.  

We have to provide more local facilities to create sustainable communities to protect against 
climate change. This property in the heart of Castleknock Village is ideal for local people to walk 
to or it is well served by bus and train services.  

We live in an area with a fast growing population and we need to be watching out for 
opportunities to develop community infrastructure which would serve the common good. This 
is one such opportunity and we should not let it pass us by. The purchase of Elm Lodge would  
facilitate the provision of centralised community infrastructure in circumstances where land 
zoned CI is very scarce. Given the heritage significance of this location, coupled with the 
existing zoning, it makes sense for it to be in the ownership of the Council.   

The property sale is being managed by DNG, Castleknock and the asking price is €549,000.  

Please let us know as a matter of urgency whether you are interested in acquiring this building 
for community use. We would be happy to arrange a meeting to outline a more detailed case 
for purchase of the building by Fingal County Council. The developer mentioned above has a 
continued interest no doubt, and this is certainly an attractive site for purchase at the heart of 
Castleknock. It is likely to be time critical that any potential purchaser engages with the process 
immediately.    

Best regards,  

Evelyn Pender 

Chairperson 




