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Dear Parents and Guardians,
As the evenings stretch, I’m reminded of the the opening lines of that lovely 
Irish poem Cill Aodáin; “Anois teacht an Earraigh beidh an lá ‘dul chun 
síneadh.” The longer brighter days of Spring bring a new burst of energy 
and open up lots of new opportunities at school and at home. Exciting times 
lie ahead in our third term.  
As you will have seen from the school app the past term has been an 
exceptionally busy few months. Academically, we’ve had Local History 
fortnight, the One School-One Book reading project, Seachtain na Gaeilge 
as well as the regular learning agendas. Outside the classroom, pupils have 
had great fun, representing our school with great pride and distinction in 
Cross Country running, Gaelic games, Feis Cheoil and in a wide range of 
extra-curricular activities. Needless to say, our PTA have committee had a 
hectic involvement in so many aspects of school life and to them we are 
very grateful. Many of you will already have heard from our Community 
Games committee, who have been beavering away with new schedules and 
events for 2018.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all 
who have contributed to the school and our 
school community in any way during this term.
I wish one and all a very Happy Easter
Le meas,
Denis Courtney.

Saint Brigid’s Newsletter 

Save the Date!
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 Communions
April 28th at 11a.m. 
Ms. Murphy and Ms. 
Harte

May 19th at 11a.m. 
Ms. Stokes and Mr. 
Harrison

Confirmation
May 24th at 11am. 

Summer
Closing at noon on Friday 
June 29th
Re opening at 8:50 am. on 
Thursday August 30th 

Easter
Closing at noon on 
March 23rd
Re opening at 8:50 am 
April 9th

We are currently preparing a Risk 
Assessment as part of our new Child 
Safeguarding Statement. We want to 
remind Parents and Guardians of the 
following
• If you are making changes to the 

collection arrangements for an Infant 
pupil please let the teacher know in 
advance. 

• Early collections must be made 
through Reception. Children should 
give their teacher a note and they 
then must be signed out by an adult. 

• Pupils are not permitted to bring 
mobile phones to school or on tours 
and outings.

• Children arriving after 9:10 am. 
should enter through Reception

• Parents are asked, if taking photos at 
a school event, not to share, tag or 
publish images of children other than 
their own on any social media sites. 

• All attendance is monitored so it is 
important to let us know the reason 
your child has been absent when he/
she returns to school.

Safety First
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Our visit to Castleknock College was a really fun 
experience. We learned lots about the old buildings and 
the ruins. Mr. Gerry Davis, a grandfather of Keelin in 3rd 
class, gave us a tour. He was lovely and he explained 
everything really clearly. I was fascinated with the story 
of the White Lady. My classmates and I had a lovely time 
and we would love to visit again. 
Anna Gilsenan - 4th Class

Local History Projects  

A Walk by the Canal

We went on a walk by the canal for a history project. We took 
a train from Laurel Lodge to Clonsilla. We walked by the 
canal from there. We continued to the 12th Lock where we 
stopped and had a lovely picnic. 

Whilst we were walking along by the canal we saw flora, 
fauna, the canal being cleaned, a swimming dog and a man 
fishing. It was amazing and fun. 

We also learned some interesting facts. The Duke of Leinster 
wanted the canal to run along by Maynooth even though it 
would take longer to build and there is a statue of Brendan 
Behan on the canal.

Alana Kichler Kennedy  3rd Class

Seeing Stars in Dunsink

A Visit to the College

Ms. Mahon for organising a 
wonderful Catholic Schools 

Week ! 

4th Classes went on a really interesting trip to 
Dunsink Observatory. On arrival we were lucky 
enough to watch a fascinating presentation about 
comets and the Astroid Belt. 

Afterwards we were shown to an old fashioned 
dome shaped building with a gigantic telescope 
inside. As we watched in amazement, the guide 
pulled a lever. The roof began to open slowly and 
then to spin around in circles. It was incredible. 

Cate mc Mahon 4th Class 

The telescope is called the Grubb Telescope
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Over the past few months Ms. Nicola Fay’s 5th class have been 
participating in the Junior Entrepreneur Programme. This 
programme gives children an understanding of entrepreneurship in 
addition to the skills and challenges involved in establishing a mini-
business. 

After presenting their individual group ideas to a panel of 
“Dragons”, the class received feedback from the Dragons and voted 
on one group idea which they have been developing, marketing and selling. Their class idea was to design a 
range of different shaped bookmarks which fit neatly over the corner of a page with the advantage of not 
falling out of a book. Their range of bookmarks included unicorns, rainbows, football crests, emojis and even 
a couple of Wonder bookmarks which they sold for €1.50 each. They also offered a personalised/customised 
bookmark option for €2.

The children sold their bookmarks at the book fair and they were 
inundated with sales over the past few weeks. They are currently 
calculating their profit, but we can say for certain that it was a 
very successful business venture and they would like to thank 
everyone who purchased a bookmark.

Classes from Senior Infants to 6th have been continuing with their STEM activities in recent weeks. 6th class 
completed coding activities as Gaeilge as part of Seachtain na Gaeilge.  Other projects include digital art, using 
Lego robotics to complete science and engineering activities, Engineering Week activities and Scratch 
programming.

We have recently been asking to take part in a new initiative: Coding in Primary Schools Initiative: Phase 1 with 
the NCCA (National Council for Curriculum and Assessment). The NCCA will be launching a Coding and 
Computational thinking curriculum to all schools in the near future and we are delighted to be involved in the 
initial phases where they will look at current practice in our school and draw on our activities for examples. 

We have also been lucky enough to be one of only 20 schools to be accepted onto ‘Project Minecraft’ in 
conjunction with Microsoft, Wriggle and DCU Institute of Education. This is a very exciting project to be part of 
and teachers have already completed some training. We have invested in 16 HP tablets which will be used as part of 
this project. 

STEM

Junior Entrepreneurs
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One Book One School
Over the past few weeks, 
children from 3rd to 6th class 
have been engaged in reading 
and analysing the aptly-named 
novel ”Wonder” by the 
American author, RJ.Palacio.

The story features a 10-year-
old boy called August (Auggie) 
who was born with a facial 
difference and whose parents 
have resolved to send him to 
school for the first time. 
Readers are asked to join 
Auggie in his journey of self-discovery and those of other 
characters in the book.

Many classes have engaged in a variety of interesting 
activities to help them explore this thought- provoking 
book e.g.. 3rd class children created animal characters 
with unusual features as a mirror for Auggie’s 
experiences, 4th class children wrote diary entries from 
various characters’ standpoints, 5th class designed 
alternative covers, wrote poems and character 
descriptions and even created emails based on the book 
and 6th class wrote poetry and character analyses, 
invented precepts and detailed diary entries and explored 
character traits and emotions belonging to a variety of 
characters.

Some classes embraced the “Choose Kind” theme that 
runs through the novel and filled jars with marbles 
whenever the children recorded a “good deed”!

Have a look at our Wonder Wall next to the Junior Infant 
yard which  showcases some of the children’s wonderful 
work!

Storytelling in Infants
“Fairy” Clodagh entertained our Junior Infant 
classes last Thursday 15th with some magical 
storytelling.

The children proved to be very knowledgeable 
about fairies, unicorns and wish making!

Our warmest congratulations to Mrs. Denise Walker on the  recent birth of Dylan 
and to Ms. Carol Mulligan on the arrival of Joe on New Years Day. 
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Seachtain na Gaeilge

The Family Fun Day has been arranged for 
Sunday April 22nd 2018 in the Phoenix Park at 
the Half Acre . This is a free event and all are 
welcome …even the dog ! 

We want to thank  our entire school and local community for the wonderful support 
they have given to the Victory4Vincent fund  and the recent fundraising dance. We are 
in awe of the generosity of so many in helping Vincent’s parents to pay for the 
treatment he needs. The committee will issue a letter detailing the amount collected  
shortly. 

Family Fun Day

Victory 4 Vincent 

Bhí Seachtain na Gaeilge ar siúl i rith mí na Márta I Scoil 
Naomh Bríd agus bhaineamar go léir taitneamh as. Bhí 
Agallamh Mór ar siúl i ngach rang agus bhí na daltaí ag 
labhairt  fúthu féin. 
Bhí Comórtas Litríochta Gaeilge againn ó Rang 3 – 6 agus 
bhí duaiseanna le fáil. 
Roimh Lá Fhéile Pádraig bhí Ceolchoirm mór sa halla le 
drámaí, dánta, ceol,  amhráin agus damhsa. Bhí lá iontach 
againn . 
Seachtain na Gaeilge took place during March in St Brigid’s 
and we all enjoyed it greatly. There was Agallamh Mór (big 
discussion) about Mé Féin through the school. We had an 
Irish Spelling Competition from 3rd to 6th classes with prizes 
for the winners.
 Before St Patrick’s Day we had a Ceolchoirm (Concert) in 
the hall with great entertainment, drama, poems, music, song 
and dance. We had a wonderful day. 

‘Tá a lán Gaeilge Againn’ 

Good Luck to our Quiz team who 
are in the Credit Union finals 
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As Winter draws to a close, Sport in St. Brigid’s is really heating up. 
The Cumann na mBunscoil Leagues are now under way. This year we will have two Camogie teams, 
Senior and Junior competing. Hopefully we'll be visiting Croker in the Summer term. In Handball, we 
had a number of children represent Dublin school in the Leinster Schools Championship and they did 
very well. Handball is a growing sport in the school with many children training every Wednesday night 
in Russell Park with Enda Timoney. As ever our athletes are participating in Cross Country races in the 
Fingal League while social running continues every day on the Church Green. Our Soccer Team has 
started their competition and will play matches over the next couple of months in the    City Division 1A 
 league. The Cricket Team has now been chosen after weeks of coaching from Rory Anders of Phoenix 
Cricket Club. We will be competing in the Leprechaun Cup after Easter.  

All in all, a very busy sporting diary in St. Brigid’s. 

After months of preparation our choir left the 
RDS on Tuesday 13th March with yet another 
triumphant win! The venue for the primary two-part 
competition was St.Bartholomew’s Church, Ballsbridge. 
We were competing against St.Brigid’s Killester and 
Mount Anville. We Won! Automatically we were then 
put forward for the O’Donavan award and The ESB 
School Choir of the Year 2018. In between the two 
competitions, we went to the Herbert Park playground 
and then ate pizza. We heard some of the other choirs 
and then it was our turn to sing. Although we were 
nervous we sang very well. They announced we won the 
O’Donovan Award AND Choir of the Year. We were 
ecstatic!

It was a great night and we were on the RTE news that 
night!! We are now preparing for the Gala concert in the 
National concert Hall on 11th April. We will be singing 
our winning  Feis Ceoil songs. Other winners from a 
variety of disciplines from this year’s Feis Ceoil 
will also be performing.

By Sophie Walsh and Aislinn Conlon.

Sports Round Up

We won! “Another stunning performance by this choir - totally 
blown away by their communication and musicality.”

“Amazing children with a teacher who shows 
ultimate dedication to perfection”


